Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Date: 26 March 2026

1. Attendees
Parish Council members and local residents (approx. 12 members of public)

2. Key Topics Discussed

Deanfield Development
· Strong village opposition to proposed development
· Deanfield have written to the PC saying they are going to submit an application. 
· Concerns over access via Sands Road (insufficient width for two-way traffic)
· Planning policy constraints highlighted (small village, national landscape)
· Agreement that application likely speculative but must be prepared

Action Group Formation
· The creation of an Action Group came from villagers / the floor and is independent to the PC. 
· Decision to form independent village action group. 
· Aim: mobilise residents, coordinate response, gather support
· Parish Council to remain neutral but supportive within governance limits

Planning Strategy
· Need for clear, concise objections (bullet-point format)
- Key themes:
  • Planning policy breaches
  • Access and traffic concerns
  • Infrastructure/services impact
  • Countering developer claims

Traffic & Surveys
· Proposal to investigate independent traffic survey
· Parish Council to consider feasibility within remit
Community Engagement
· Plan to collect resident emails
· Use flyers, QR codes, and social media
· Monthly community newsletter proposed

Grants & Projects
·  National Lottery grant for new basket swing
· Flood grant opportunities (up to £50k)
·  £1,000 “Stay Healthy” grant – ideas include:
  • Community herb garden
  • Recreation improvements

Recreation Ground
· Maintenance updates completed
· Safety improvements ongoing (chains, gates, signage)

Other Matters
· Defibrillator funding to be revisited
· Waste contractor performance concerns raised and collection fees are increasing from £900.60 per year to £1,917.76from 1st May 2026.
· Auditor selection to proceed with lowest quote (Bates)

3. Decisions Made
· Support formation of independent action group
·  Prepare for rapid response to planning application
· Explore grants and community initiatives
· Proceed with auditor selection (subject to confirmation)

4. Actions

Action: Form village action group  
Owner: Volunteers (Ian, others)  

Action: Draft response to planning officers  
Owner: Parish Council  

Action: Collect community email database  
Owner: Charlotte / volunteers  

Action: Investigate traffic survey feasibility  
Owner: Parish Council  

Action: Apply for relevant grants  
Owner: Assigned members  

Action: Draft communication to waste contractor  
Owner: Parish Council  

5. Next Meeting
3rd June 2026 at 7:30pm in The Crown
