South Moreton Parish Council Meeting
Minutes

Date: Tuesday 11 February 2026
Venue: Village Hall

Present:
Johnny Gilbert 
Lyn Deeley
Sue Willis
Cath Gordon
Richard Macdonald 
Anne Marie Simpson -SODC 
Johnny Hope Smith -OCC 
22 villagers 
Apologies:
Charlotte Ray, Crispin Topping

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and are available on the Parish Council website.

2. School Field Development Proposal (Land between the School and Recreation Ground)
The Parish Council provided an update on the potential development by Deanfield of land between the school and the recreation ground.
The proposal involves up to 38 houses.
No formal planning application has been submitted.
There is no known pre-application engagement or further consultation with the Parish Council.
Community feedback has been strongly opposed.
The Parish Council has written to Deanfield Homes following the meeting before Christmas expressing the village’s opposition  but has received no response to date.

3. Research and Evidence Relating to the Site
Recreation Ground Ownership:
Deeds dated 1989 confirm Parish Council ownership with covenants requiring the land to remain a recreation ground. This means the PC cannot allow any Rec ground land to be used for access or development. 

Access via Sands Road:
Sands Road is owned by SOHA. However at the end of Sands Road there is an access gate for the Rec; and the access into the field which Deanfield propose to the site is only 12 foot wide. The Required highway standards, the need for a footpath and for parking for residents of Sands Road make viable access to the site highly unlikely if not impossible..

Access via Clements Green:
Clements Green is also owned by SOHA. However the access to the site also seems very difficult. The presence of an electricity substation makes compliant access very tight Relocation would seem to involve significant expense. A two lane access plus a footpath doesn’t seem possible.
In addition there are already 12-16 cars parked in Clements Green. If Deanfield propose using Clements Green for any access to the site—and to the school, this could involve up to 100 cars, not including those already using it. The junction of Clements Green and the High Street is dangerous already with  hidden bends in the road which mean limited visibility of less than 25 meters in both directions. In our view, looking at OCC traffic regs using Clements Green as a main access is also very difficult if not impossible.  The meeting was very clear that existing traffic volumes are already dangerous and that any proposal to increase this would make the junction a real and unacceptable hazard zone

 4. Planning Policy Context
Under Planning Policy H8, South Moreton is designated as a Small Village. As such only backfill and infill development is permitted. The site in question is designated “open countryside” Furthermore the village is in the North Wessex Downs  National Landscape where only limited and sustainable development  should be allowed .
Overall, our read of SODC Planning policy is that a development along the lines proposed by Deanfield would be outside policy, inappropriate and should be refused.

5. Infrastructure and Services
Sewage and electricity services are under strain. Emergency access concerns were raised.

6. Legal and Information Matters
The South Moreton Enclosure Act provides strong protection.
Freedom of Information requests may be pursued with the local authority.

7. Neighbourhood Plan
Members agreed to consider developing a Neighbourhood Plan, although this would be too late for anything to do with Deanfield’s proposals.

8. Voting 
At the request of villagers present a vote was held to affirm the village and PC position in respect of the Deanfield development. An overwhelming majority voted against the development. There were no votes in favour.
On a proposal from the floor it was agreed to write to Deanfield again, not least to point out some of the legal, access and planning obstacles to development of the School Field site. A clear majority supported sending a proactive letter to the developers and this will be sent in the weeks ahead .

9. Ann-Marie Simpson’s SODC Report
Local government reorganisation is underway.
Local Plan adoption is targeted for Spring 2027.
CIL grant funding is available until 2026.

10. OCC report by Johnny Hope Smith ,OCC Councillor on Highways and Roads.
Villagers questioned JHS on the terrible state of local roads. The PC also reminded JHS  of previous correspondence raising a list of highways and flooding issues that JHS had promised to take up with OCC, of which only unblocking roadside drains had taken place. The letter and list will be resent to JHS. 
.

11. Recreation Ground Update
Volunteer tidy-up completed.
Some play equipment requires repair following a ROSPA report . This work will be done as soon as the weather improves, most likely in late March 
Grant funding applications are in progress.

12. Finance
Finance report approved.
Monthly task calendar agreed.

13. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
An open CIL grant application process is available.

14. Next Meeting
Thursday 26 March 2026

