Tuesday, 29 July 2025

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 26th NOVEMBER AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM

1/044 Apologies for absence
Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), Johnny Hope-Smith OCC (JHS),

1/045 Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Jonny Gilbert (JG), Cath Gordon (CG), Charlotte Ray (Clerk), Crispin Topping SODC (CT), 

Members of the public: 26

1/046 Declaration of any relevant interests
The Chair has declared a conflict of interest regarding point 1/048 so the PC resolved that Cllr Macdonald would chair the meeting.

1/047 Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 24th September 2025 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair.

1/048 Discuss Potential Development of School Field
Presenters: Mr Andrew Aldridge (Land Director) and Ms Victoria Roe (Senior Planning Manager) attended on behalf of Deanfield Homes – presenting early-stage plans for a potential housing development.

1. Development Overview
Deanfield Homes attended the meeting to provide an outline of their intentions for a new housing development on land near the village.
Key points shared:
· A planning application is expected within 3–6 months.
· They anticipate South Oxfordshire District Council will take around a year to make a decision.
· If approved, the earliest a resident would move into a new home would be 2028.
· Estimated number of homes is around 38, but the range could be 20–40 depending on final designs, density, and constraints.

2. Access & Highways Concerns
This was one of the main concerns raised by residents.
Primary access points discussed:
1. Sands Road
· Developers indicated their intention for the main access to be via Sands.
· It is currently unclear what the ownership of Sands Road is.
· Records of previous objections need to be reviewed, as Sands Road was historically considered unsuitable as the sole access route.
· The covenants of the rec ground need to be looked into, as the only conceivable way accessing through Sands Road is to take part of the Rec Ground.
2. Clements Green
· Residents asked whether this could share or support access.
· Questions remain on whether the existing road width and structure would support increased traffic safely.

General consensus:
Access and traffic flow must be addressed early, with proper highways assessments.
3. Flooding & Environmental Considerations
Several residents expressed strong concerns about:
· Sewage
· Light Pollution
· BNG
Moreover, concerns were raised regarding the protection of the village curtilage (the defined boundary of the village).
Richard Macdonald reminded attendees that development is expected to occur within, not beyond, the established boundary.
 
4. Alternative Sites
Residents questioned whether other, more suitable land within or around the village had been assessed before selecting the proposed site.

5. School Capacity
It was noted that the local school is at full capacity and does not have the physical space or facilities to expand or take additional pupils linked to new housing.
This is a major constraint that will need to be considered in any application.

6. Affordable Housing
Residents asked for clarity on what percentage of affordable housing Deanfield Homes would commit to.
· Developers discussed the 40% affordable housing requirement, as set by local policy.
· Concern was raised that additional housing stock could lead to pressures on neighbouring villages such as South Moreton.

7. General Resident Feedback
Overall, the village was opposed in principle to development.
The key sticking points are:
· Safe and suitable access
· Highways impact
· Flood risk
· School capacity
· Respect for the village boundary and conservation area
· What is the number of new homes with our current facilities can we manage as a village
Residents indicated that if these challenges can be addressed responsibly, they would engage in ongoing discussions during the early design stages.



1/049 Public questions, comments, or representations
A resident shared concerns that although there is a village hall within the school, it seems the community members do not have access to use it.

1/050 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors.

SODC Update:
· South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils are reminding residents that crews can only empty household wheelie bins if the lids are fully closed lids.
· Five out of seven councils back the two-unitary proposal for council reorganisation.
· Council launches ‘Winter Campaign’ to help residents stay warm, well and connected.
· District councillor grant scheme – closing date for applications is the 5th December.
· Capital grant scheme opens in April 2026 max available to claim is £75,000 

OCC Update:
· HART of the Community – Tackling Local Highways Issues - Oxfordshire County Council has launched new Highways Asset Response Teams (HARTs) to deliver fast, visible improvements to local roads and footpaths - directly responding to resident concerns.
· REMINDER – Free Park and Ride Bus Travel &amp; Temporary Congestion Charge.
· REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
 

1/051 Planning Applications
To consider the following planning permissions: 
a) P25/S3378/FUL – For development work at the following location: The Crown, High Street, South Moreton, OX11 9AG. 

The application is for: Rear single storey extension and internal alterations to allow for provision of new accessible WC and larger store room. Installation of 14 solar PV panels to the roof. 

PC Support the application

b) P25/S3497/HH - For development work at the following location: Crownlea 5A, Crown Lane, South Moreton, OX11 9AQ. 

The application is for: Erection of a single detached garage.  

The PC have no comments to submit regarding the above application.

1/052 To note recreation ground update
The Rec clean-up is taking place this Saturday 9:30am
Cllr Gilbert and Cllr Macdonald will compile a list over the next few weeks detailing the necessary repairs, including replacement of the basket swing. The Parish Council has received two quotations; one is for £4,729.00 plus VAT, which covers installation, safety mats, and the new swing. The Parish Council intends to submit a grant application to SODC to fund this work.

1/053 Grants
Discussed above in point 1/052


1/054 Discuss email received from Highways Asset Response Team 
The PC will review the email.


1/055 Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£418.08
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00

	OALC Invoice for Clerks Finance Training
	£66.00
	£11.00
	£55.00

	HMRC NI liability
	£0.16
	
	

	SODC Dog Bins
	£1,512.76
	£47.25
	£236.25

	Julian Herman-Stokes Gardening (Sept-Nov)
	£170.00
	
	


b) Approve bank statement for October – Approved
c) Discuss draft budget spreadsheet for 2026/27 – Approved
d) Discuss/Approve Precept for 2026/27. – The PC resolved to increase the precept to £14,000 


1/056 Discuss/Approve the PC sponsoring the Christmas Tree.
The PC resolved to approve the £100 grant payment towards the Christmas Tree.


1/057 Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 28th January 2026 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 21:22

1/058 Review monthly calendar tasks
             Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 28th January 2026 
Wednesday 25th March 2026 
Wednesday 27th May 2026
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