Tuesday, 29 July 2025

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23rd JULY AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM

1/013 Apologies for absence
Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), Johnny Hope-Smith OCC (JHS),

1/014 Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Jonny Gilbert (JG), Cath Gordon (CG), Charlotte Ray (Clerk), Crispin Topping SODC (CT),

Members of the public: 0

1/015 Declaration of any relevant interests
            None 

1/016 Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 28th of May 2025 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair.

1/017 Public questions, comments, or representations
None


1/018 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors.
· Capital grants scheme – closes on the 25th July there is still money available to be spent. 
· SODC are buying another 30 council houses which will be owned by the council and means people can stay there until a more permanent home becomes available. This will prevent people being put into hotels and being moved about.

1/019 To note recreation ground update
· Watering New Trees: The PC raised a potential issue with watering the new trees due to the hose pipe ban.
· Basket Swing: The brackets may need replacing. The PC will investigate and, if repairs are necessary, obtain quotes.
· Big Swing: The wooden parts need changing. The PC will request quotes for the necessary work and review at the next meeting in September.
· Single Bench: The bench in the play area is starting to rot and will need replacing soon. The PC suggested submitting a grant application to pay for and install a new bench.

1/020 Grants
Discussed in above heading – Recreation Ground.

1/021 Dog poo bins
Councillor JG has been emptying the bin by Crown Lane every two weeks. The PC feel the playground bins get used a lot but a couple on the Highstreet are not used as often. The PC are awaiting a response from SODC with feedback from carrying out a monitoring assessment of the bins.
The PC want to explore the options of using a private company to empty the bins in the village – petwastesoultions.co.uk was mentioned using a quick goggle search. The clerk will contact and arrange quotes to be discussed at the next meeting.
1/022 Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£405.08
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00

	Andy Monks Invoice – Supply & fit new gatepost 
	£310.00
	
	


b) Approve bank statement for June – Approved
c) Approve budget spreadsheet – Approved 
d) The PC acknowledged a VAT 126 claim for refund for £5,147.94 has been submitted by the clerk.


1/023 Trees by the Railway
A meeting has been scheduled for tomorrow (Thursday 24th July) with the PC and Network Rail to discuss the work going forward with relation to what trees will be taken down.

The PC have been informed they are cutting the trees on their land that if they fell onto the train track would either kill or cause serious injury. 

1/024 Meeting with OCC Councillor
After the meeting with OCC Councillor Johnny Hope-Smith the PC typed up an action plan which Johnny has received and is working from.

1/025 Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 24th September 2025 which will be held at the Crown.

27th September is the safari supper.

The meeting closed at: 20:07

1/026 Review monthly calendar tasks
             Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 24th September 2025
Wednesday 26th November 2025
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