MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28th MAY AT THE CROWN AT 7.40PM

1/001 Apologies for absence
Jonny Gilbert (JG), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), Jane Murphy OCC (JM),

1/002 Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Cath Gordon (CG), Charlotte Ray (Clerk), Crispin Topping SODC (CT),

Members of the public: 6

1/003 Declaration of any relevant interests
None

1/004 Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 26th of March 2025 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair.

1/005 Public questions, comments, or representations
None


1/006 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors.
· Joint local plan examination is next week and will be held at Milton Park. The examination lasts for three days - 1st day is about procedure, 2nd day about housing and 3rd day is employment. 
· Future of the council - prosing to get rid of SODC as a single unitary body is desired. SODC believe there is a better alternative which they have put forward – merging with West Berkshire. Two unity authorities rather than one large one. Will find out hopefully in November the outcome. Will be put into action by the next election in 2027.
· Acquired 50 house which SODC own and control – these houses are being used for homeless people rather than using hotels etc for temporary accommodation.  

The PC want the council to be more aware of the effects that happen as a result to housing developments. The PC feel the planning departments do not consider the effect on the roads etc that it causes.

1/007 To note recreation ground update
The PC have accepted a quote for repairing the Broken latch, gate post and the bridge.

The Council are currently speaking with SODC to see if the bins can be re located and emptied more frequently. SODC are going to carry out an assessment of the usage of the bins and will feed back their findings. LD is going to order more dog poo signs.

Watering of the trees – The PC have agreed to tie some ribbons around the trees that need watering. The PC would also like to reassure that this is only a temporary measure. 

There is a new grant available - max £75,000 – The PC feel the play equipment is all in good working order so not necessary to apply on this occasion.

The bus shelter near the barn – no seating available, a resident has offered to fit some sort of seating.
1/008 Mill Brook Clean Up
The swage smell from South Moreton was discussed in detail by residents. Representations will be made to Thames Water. 

It was discussed what other villages have done to help with flooding issues, and a successful solution has been to create a Natural flood management (wetland) on land that has been acquired, or an agreement has been made with a farmer. The filed above and opposite the church was suggested as a good area to use. RM has agreed to follow this up.

There is a grant available for infrastructure for parishes – RM has applied for a £100,000 grant for the culvert. 

Residents have asked if the PC would organise a Brook clear up. RM along with two other villagers already do this every summer. If anyone else in the village would like to help it would be greatly appreciated so, please come forward. 

1/009 Grants
There is a flood grant available of up to £25,000 for communities to help with flood issues. RM has submitted an application for the culvert. Now waiting to hear if the application has been approved. 

1/010 Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£405.08
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Charlotte Ray back pay for pay scale increase
	£196.56
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00

	Julian Herman-Stokes – Grass cutting invoice
	£120.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll – Year end submission
	£54.00
	£45.00
	£9.00

	Deborah O’Brien – Internal audit invoice
	£190.00
	
	

	Parish Online Website service
	£378.00
	£63.00
	£315.00


b) Approve bank statement for April – Approved
c) Approve budget spreadsheet – Approved 


1/011 Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 23rd July 2025 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 20:35

1/012 Review monthly calendar tasks
             Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 23rd July 2025
Wednesday 24th September 2025
Wednesday 26th November 2025







