MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 26th MARCH AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM


1. Apologies for absence
Tim Stringer (TS), Crispin Topping SODC (CT), Jane Murphy OCC (JM),

2. Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Jonny Gilbert (JG), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), and Charlotte Ray (Clerk) 

Members of the public: 1

3. Declaration of any relevant interests
None

4. Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 29th of January 2025 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair.

5. Public questions, comments, or representations
A resident asked if it would be possible not to arrange the PC meeting on the same night as the PCC meeting. The clerk will email the PCC to let them know the dates of all the future PC meetings. 


6. SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors. 

· Local government reorganisation is underway. An initial proposal has been submitted on behalf of West Berkshire Council and the district councils in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse for the creation of a new unity council that would see the three areas combined. Oxfordshire County Council’s submission to the government this week also included an
initial proposal for a single unitary council for Oxfordshire, and a third option from Oxford City Council proposing the area is divided up into three small unitary councils based around an expansion of the city’s borders that hasn’t yet been defined. The government has set a deadline for final submissions for unitary council proposals no later than 28 November 2025.
· Everyone active grant scheme available with a maximum of £1,000 for each application to improve the health and wellbeing of residents.
· Capital grant scheme opens on the 2nd of June for applications of up to £75,000 to support community projects.
· New garden waste permit payment system rolls out.



7. To note recreation ground update
The rubber mats and plaque will be fitted on Monday 31st March at 5pm. RM will inform the rec committee. 

Once the mats have been fitted a photo of the boat and the plaque with children playing on it will be taken to send to the lottery grant team.

8. Highways issues/Meeting with Highways OCC
Since the meeting with highways the PC do not feel like there has been any progress. The clerk will email and request an update as to where we are with the action points raised after the first meeting.

The PC mentioned the severity of the potholes in Crown Lane however they have been informed by highways that it is private land so OCC will not repair.

 
9. Grants
There is a flood grant available of up to £25,000 for communities to help with flood issues. RM has suggested making an application for the culvert which the PC agreed.

A grant is due to be submitted for a Defib to be fitted at the Crown. The Crown have confirmed they are happy to be the guardian of the Defib and agree to pay half the electricity bill with the parish.

10. Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£388.70
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00

	Replacement pads for defib at the school
	£92.40
	£15.40
	£77.00

	OALC membership renewal invoice
	£216.00
	£36.00
	£180.00


b) Approve bank statement for February – Approved
c) Approve budget spreadsheet – Approved 


11. Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 28th May 2025 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 20:06

12. Review monthly calendar tasks
             Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 28th May 2025
Wednesday 30th July 2025
Wednesday 24th September 2025
Wednesday 26th November 2025







