MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 29th JANUARY AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM


1. Apologies for absence
Jonny Gilbert (JG), Crispin Topping SODC (CT), Jane Murphy OCC (JM),

2. Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Tim Stringer (TS), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), and Charlotte Ray (Clerk) 

Members of the public: 1

3. Declaration of any relevant interests
None

4. Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 27th November 2024 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair.

5. Public questions, comments, or representations
Flooding on the rec – Unfortunately there is not anything the PC can do regarding this.


6. SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors. 

· Consolidation of councils – the whole of Oxfordshire becoming one. The county is expecting to hear back around the end of Jan about the combined authority. 
· Two inspectors have been appointed to undertake the examination of the Joint Local Plan. 
· £60,000 available in grants for performing arts in South Oxfordshire. The scheme is open to voluntary and community organisations for a minimum of £500 and up to a maximum of £5,000 in funding. 
· Neighbourhood planning team are working to make simpler neighbourhood plans. 

Richard has been speaking with Jane Murphy regarding the culvert but so far, no solution has been resolved. 
 

7. To note recreation ground update
· The PC has received good feedback from villagers. 
· Dog fouling in the rec is an increasing issue. The PC would like to ask for everybody to pick up after their dogs.
· Work has started on the Boat – the contractor has asked for £1800 deposit for materials, an invoice for this has been received by the clerk and the PC agree to make the payment. All edges of the boat will be shaved so there are no sharp pieces remaining. The PC discussed and decided they will arrange for a flag to be fitted upon completion of the boat. 
· Once the boat is complete the PC will look into what other grants are available for replacing the Tyre swing. 
· 500 daffodils have been planted.

8. Grants
No outstanding grants currently. The PCs application for the boat grant was successful.


9. Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£388.70
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00


b) Approve bank statement for December – Approved
c) Approve budget spreadsheet – Approved



10. Traffic Calming Plan
In an attempt to reduce speeding, the PC are suggesting having four Speed humps. The first hump on Sands Road near Kirby Close. A second hump by the school, a third hump somewhere near the Crown. And lastly a fourth hump somewhere on the Hithercroft. The PC understand they are not ascetically pleasing but they work to reduce the speeding. The PC feel it could also prevent other road users using South Moreton as a cut through. The PC would like to discuss this with the highways team when they meet in February, to find out if this would be possible and discuss funding options. Once the PC have this information, they will put the suggestion to the rest of the villagers for their opinions.  


11. Neighbourhood Plan
Richard and Johnny will make contact with Ricardo Rios who is part of the neighbourhood planning team at SODC to seek his advice. The PCs main concern of having a neighbourhood plan is they would have to devise a plan of the village and highlight where they would allow planning and where they wouldn’t. The PC are concerned if they start highlighting the areas where they could have planning, this could create issues for all the community. 


12. Highways Engagement Meeting
A meeting has been arranged for the 6th February at 12:30. The Highways team will meet with the councillors and discuss the following issues.

Flooding and inadequate culvert
Flashing 20mph sign
More signage needed
Speeding
Clear the roadside drains


13. Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 26th March 2025 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 20:27

14. Review monthly calendar tasks
             Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 26th March 2025
Wednesday 28th May 2025







