SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 27th NOVEMBER AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM


1. Apologies for absence
Tim Stringer (TS), Jane Murphy OCC (JM),

2. Present 
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Jonny Gilbert (JG), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), and Charlotte Ray (Clerk) 

Members of the public: 3

3. Declaration of any relevant interests
None

4. Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 25thSeptember 2024 were then agreed by all and signed by RM.

5. Public questions, comments, or representations
Simon Hill from the church reported that the Harvester event was very successful, with a considerable amount of food donated to the food bank. The Remembrance Sunday event also had a significant turnout.

Upcoming events:
· Carols with the band at The Crown on the 8th December and the Christmas stories on Christmas Eve. 
· Wreath making this coming Saturday, which has been fully booked.
· The program for 2025 has been issued and will be sent to all councillors and posted on the village website.

             RM suggested creating a single email database.
The village notice board requires refreshing, which the Parish Council (PC) will address in the new year. 

A member of the public raised the issue of the failed ‘cardboard’ sewer, installed just after the war, which does not accommodate Sands Road and Clements Green. The PC will write to Thames Water to ascertain if it is their responsibility to resolve. 

6. SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors. 

· The grant money application deadline is this Friday. RM has already submitted a grant application.

Anne-Marie from SODC informed the councillors that the bridge is not listed and falls under the jurisdiction of highways. She has raised it with cabinet member, Andrew Gant who indicated that the bricks used are a good match for the reconstruction, similar to that in 2008. However, time is needed for weathering. The original bricks were unusable due to saturation in stream water. 


7. Speeding in the village
A villager raised concerns about speeding in the village. The PC suggested using radar guns to monitor speeding, implementing priority one-way systems, or installing speed humps to reduce speed. Funding for the project would need to be sourced by the PC. Consideration must be given to residents on the main road who may not want signs near their homes. The PC proposed arranging a traffic calming plan in January for further discussion. Richard will make a proposal, and the PC will post it on their Facebook page to gather comments/opinions from villagers.


8. To note recreation ground update
The boat has been removed. The PC is awaiting the outcome of a grant application, with results expected in January. Two new benches have been installed for the walking club. Daffodils will be planted at 10 AM tomorrow (Thursday 28th). New trees have been planted. Angus is constructing a new duck pond on the other side of the railway bridge near Cholsey. Wild seeds will be sown in February.


9. Grants
Focus will be placed on available grants from SODC. 


10. Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	Gross
	VAT
	Net

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary 
	£388.70
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance
	£26.00
	
	

	Simplicity Payroll Service
	£26.40
	£4.40
	£22.00

	Sue Willis Reimburse for padlock
	£20.00
	£3.33
	£16.67

	Charlotte Ray Invoice for Stationary (Printer ink & stamps)
	£30.30
	£
	£


b) Approve bank statement for October – Approved
c) Discuss budget spreadsheet – Approved
d) Discuss CIL spreadsheet – Approved




11. Christmas Tree
The PC has agreed to purchase a Christmas tree to be placed outside The Crown.


12. Agree Precept for 2025/26 and Complete Submission Form
After a lot of deliberation, the PC have decided to not increase the precept for 2025/26 the amount will remain the same as last year - £13,000.


13. Draft SODC Local Plan
A submission has been made. In principle the PC support the draft SODC local plan. However, concerns were raised regarding infrastructure and the lack of facilities in the village, along with heavy traffic flow. The PC are concerned about infrastructure in the surrounding areas and traffic that could affect the village. 

Anne-Marie from SODC informed the councillors that the local plan is currently in the representation stage which gets sent to an inspector. Villages are not required to take on any new houses. However, the PC are still concerned of the infrastructure in the surrounding villages/towns and the traffic flow which will use the village. Part of the joint local plan’s vison includes improved public transport. 

The PC believe there should be more speed humps in the village, traffic lights etc to alert road users to the speed limit and encourage people to use other routes. They feel these further measures are especially needed outside the school. 

Flooding is becoming more and more of an issue which also concerns the PC with regards to the joint local plan. The more infrastructure there is the worse the flooding will be. Anne-Marie assured the councillors the Joint local plan looks at the flooding and will take it into consideration. They have building control measures in place. 

Neighbourhood plan: JG and RM met with SODC to discuss options. The plan could define the character of the village and would not require self-funding due to available grants. A survey would gauge villagers' interest. However, there is an extremely large amount of work needed and the PC are questioning if the benefits will be worth the work and time they will need to give in the initial stages. The PC would receive 25% of CIL money, up from the current 15%. JG will share all the info he has with the rest of the PC so they can consider and will discuss again in January.


14. Discuss Planning Enforcement Enquiry
JG has reported a planning enquiry. An officer will follow up, and any updates will be communicated to concerned neighbours. 

15. Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 29th January 2025 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 20:35

16. Review monthly calendar tasks

Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 26th March 2025











