SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SOUTH MORETON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th SEPTEMBER AT THE CROWN AT 7.30PM


1. Apologies for absence
Lyn Deeley (LD, Chair), Ben Manning SODC (BM), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), Jane Murphy OCC (JM),

2. Present 
Richard Macdonald (RM), Sue Willis (SW), Jonny Gilbert (JG), Tim Stringer (TS), and Charlotte Ray (Clerk) 

Members of the public: 2

3. Declaration of any relevant interests
None

4. Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on the 18thJuly 2024 were then agreed by all and signed by SW in the absence of the Chair.

5. Public questions, comments, or representations
The safari supper was a great success. The harvest service at the church is on the 13thOctober, there will be a fun day in the afternoon and service in the morning. Remembrance Sunday is on the 10thNovember, there will be the usual short service on the rec and one of the people whose grandfather is on the wall memorial is coming to lay a wreath. The 8thDecember is the village Carol service which will be outside the Crown with refreshments being sold. The Christmas eve story will be happening again this year as usual. The church will hopefully be meeting in October to discuss plans to change the interior of the church. 

SMCBS – A planning application is due to be submitted soon for an accessible toilet. The design will ensure that the toilet will be accessible for anyone with a radar key. SMCBS are hoping there may be funding available. £50,000 has been predicted for the works. The storeroom will become the accessible toilet with a new storeroom being built. The parish council suggested if they might nbe able to help by putting their name to a community grant/funding from SODC. They would like to help in anyway possible. Richard will see if he can find out any more information.

6. SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council
The report was read and noted by the councillors. The joint Local plan is to be published on 1st October and open for consultation for six weeks. The PC would like to submit a response which they will draft as soon as possible after 1 October for villagers to consider. The link will be available on the website so anyone in the community can also submit their responses.


7. Planning
To consider the following planning permissions:
None

Johhny and Richard are meeting with SODC on Thursday 26th September to talk about a possible Neighbourhood Plan .


8. To note recreation ground update
The boat needs to be taken down and replaced following on from the ROSPA inspection. A very rough quote has been obtained for around £4,700 but the PC are waiting for a more accurate one and will also obtain some further quotes to compare. The PC suggested using some of the CIL money to go towards the repairs. Richard will also see what grants are available and what SODC can offer. The PC discussed potentially asking the village if they can support in anyway. 

The workday has been arranged for Saturday October 19th in the morning – three trees needs replacing which have been donated. The Christmas trees need clearing up, some trees need dead branches removed, and the paths need weeding. 

The tractor gate needs a new lock, Sue will order one. 

9. Grants
Focus on SODC for grants available. 


10. Online Banking
The switch over to online banking is imminent. Previous councillors have been removed and Charlotte Ray (Clerk) has been added. The necessary forms have been completed and signed. Once received back by the bank the process should hopefully take a few weeks to finalise. 

11. Finance
a) Payments below approved
	[bookmark: _Hlk146963478][bookmark: _Hlk151111625]Payee
	
	VAT
	£

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Salary (August & September)
	£777.40
	
	

	Charlotte Ray Work from home allowance (August & September)
	£52.00
	
	

	Cost Cutters invoice for X2 benches
	£865.20
	£144.20
	£721.01

	Reimburse L.Deeley for hazard tape & sign 
	£18.96
	£3.17
	£15.79

	Playsafety invoice for inspection of playground
	£165.60
	£27.60
	£138.00

	Reimburse R.Macdonald for wood purchased for basket swing 
	£32.04
	
	

	Moore External audit invoice
	£252.00
	£42.00
	£210.00

	Simplicity Payroll service (August & September)
	£52.80
	£8.80
	£44.00


b) OALC membership subscription 7% price increase – The PC are unsure whether to renew the subscription, clerk will obtain some more info.
c) OPFA (Oxfordshire’s playing fields association) membership renewal £47.00 – The PC have decided not to renew its subscription.


12. Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 27th November 2024 which will be held at the Crown.

The meeting closed at: 20:24

13. Review monthly calendar tasks
Upcoming Parish Council meeting dates:
Wednesday 27th November 2024
Wednesday 29th January 2025
Wednesday 26th March 2025











